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Greener NHS
Climate change poses a major threat to 
our health as well as our planet. The 
environment is changing, that change is
accelerating, and this has direct and 
immediate consequences for our
patients, the public and the NHS.

The Greener NHS programme will work
with it staff, hospitals and their partners. 
We will build on the great work being
done by trusts across the country, sharing
ideas on how to reduce the impact on
public health and the environment, save
money and reach net carbon zero.



What is a Green Plan?

• A Green Plan is a central document 
that states the plans, actions, and 
timescales to reduce carbon emissions 
and deliver care in a more sustainable 
way. 

• Every NHS organization in England is 
required to produce a Green Plan.





Two main targets are set

2040

For the emissions controlled 
directly (the NHS Carbon 
Footprint), the NHS will reach net 
zero by 2040, with an ambition to 
reach an 80% reduction by 2028 to 
2032.

2045

For the emissions the NHS can 
influence (our NHS Carbon 
Footprint Plus), it will reach net 
zero by 2045, with an ambition to 
reach an 80% reduction by 2036 to 
2039.
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Bridlington Hospital 
Progress –
60-80% carbon reduction

• Solar panels on Roofs - used to 
maximize sun’s rays throughout the 
day

• Ground mounted solar farm 
maximizes  power of sun for the 
greatest part of the day

• The solar PV system, which 
combines over 1,600 panels both 
ground and roof mounted, will be 
capable of supplying 100% of the 
electricity demand of the heat 
pumps, meaning at times 100% of 
the heat demand of the hospital will 
be met via a 100% renewable 
source.

Photographs copywrite Vital Energi – the main 
contractor for the carbon reduction project at York 
and Scarborough Teaching Hospitals NHS Foundation 
Trust



Sedum Roofs
Sedum Roofs helps keeping the buildings cool in Summer and warm in winter. They provide 
insulation and they also look beautiful and encourage wildlife. 



Sedum Roofs; Pros + and Cons -
PROS

• They last longer than conventional roofs, up to twice as long.

• They are amazing at controlling the building temperature - they will keep it warm in the 
winter and cool in the summer

• Incredibly thermal efficient - they lower your heating bills by effectively regulating the 
temperature of the building

• Lower your carbon footprint - the foliage that you install takes the poisonous carbon 
monoxide out of the air and uses it in photosynthesis to provide its own energy. It then 
releases oxygen into the atmosphere which helps the environment and makes our air 
cleaner

• Aesthetic value - they look beautiful compared to standard flat roofs and they are 
encouraging the wildlife

CONS

• Expensive to install initially - the various materials required and the amount of labor 
involved mean it can be costly to set up.

• Maintenance - needs weeding, feeding and watering much like a traditional garden



Drone Chemotherapy to Isle 
of Wight

Patients who live on the Island 
have their chemotherapy 
treatment drugs delivered by a 
courier from Portsmouth Hospitals 
University NHS Trust, where they 
are manufactured, followed by a 
ferry or hovercraft to the Island 
and then onwards by taxi to St 
Mary’s Hospital in Newport.

This revolutionary way of
transporting life-saving
chemotherapy drugs reduces a 
four-hour journey time – by road
and sea – to a 30-minute flight.



New Hospital building
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