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The Public Health Agency of Sweden: ‘Health consequences of 
Climate Change in Sweden – a risk and vulnerability analysis’

Identifies 17 health risks

1. Heatwaves

2. Tick-borne infection

3. Pollen allergies

4. Floods

5. Drinking water impact

6. Water-borne infections

7. Rodent-borne infections

8. Mosquito-borne infections

9. Food-borne infections

10. Zero-crossing

11. Warmer winters

12. Air pollution

13. Forest fires

14. Drought

15. Indoor environmental impact

16. Landslides

17. Cold snaps



Regional Environmental Policy

• Adopted by Skåne Regional Council in 2021

• Sets targets to be reached by 2030 compared

with 2019

• ISO 14001:2015 (environmental management 

standard) certified  since 2017

• Sustainability Strategist SUS (Malmö and Lund)



Some of the Targets

Real Estate targets (whole Region)

✓Reduce the amount of municipal waste 
by at least 40%

✓Reduce food waste from patient meals 
by at least 50%

✓Reduce the use of consumables by at 
least 30%

✓Reduce the amount of discarded 
medicine by at least 30%

✓Reduce emissions of nitrous oxide and 
anaesthetic gases by at least 50%

Healthcare related targets

✓Reduce climate impact of construction 
by 40%

✓Increase use of recycled material 
✓100% fossil-fuel-free land transport by 

2030 - both for the organisation and 
providers

✓Install renewable power plants on 
properties owned by the region where 
possible



How will they achieve their targets?

✓Raise employees environmental knowledge and awareness - at least 50% 
of staff should take part in digital environmental education

✓Measure food waste

✓Monitor quantity of disposable materials purchased and used

✓Produce their own renewable energy

✓Apply environmental standards to new buildings



Food Waste

When you order food the hospital 
restaurant informs you that they 
weigh food waste and asks you to 
eat all your food, request smaller 
portions or take less food

When you sit at the 
table to eat, there is 
a sign to remind you 

When you leave and clear 
your plate there is a sign on 
the wall displaying food 
waste in kg per day

Handbook for reducing 
food waste - Swedish 
Food Agency 



Waste Sorting and Recycling 
(Plastic Surgery Unit)

Plastic and paper Metal Surgical instrumentsCardboard



Energy

• Biogas – used to power vehicles owned by Skåne University Hospital

• Solar power – installed at sites in the Region

• Wind Turbines - Region Skåne owns six large wind turbines in 
Småland and one in Trelleborg



Buildings

• New building at Malmö campus – new waste centre 

• Forensic Psychiatric Centre in Trelleborg – energy efficient building

• Planning new hospital campus in Helsingborg – first climate neutral 
hospital in Sweden



Thank you…

Erik Svanfeldt 

HOPE National Co-Ordinator for Sweden

Petra Kullander 

International Office, Skåne University Hospital

Emma Klingspor,

International Office, Skåne University Hospital

Staff who dedicated time to meeting us 

and sharing their insights
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